Candlelighting Hymn: #292 Love Has Come

December 20, 2020, 9:00 am / Fourth Sunday of Advent
Presiding Minister & Preacher - Pastor Sara Wirth
Assisting Minister / Lector – Jen Dugan
Gathering
Prelude:
Confession and Forgiveness
Loving and forgiving God,
we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts,
we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.

Candlelighting

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise: ELW #289 Angels We Have Heard on High

Reading: 2nd Samuel 7:1-11, 16
A reading from the book of 2nd Samuel.
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Reading: Romans 16:25-27
A reading from the book of Romans.
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: ELW #257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, vs 2

Prayer of the Day
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Gospel Reading: Luke 1:26-38
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

Hymn of the Day: ELW #265 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light.
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This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but
confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him,
“Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?” 23He said,
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ”as the prophet Isaiah said.
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Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one
who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
The Gospel of God. Praise to you, O Christ.
Message
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Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Blessing
Sending Hymn: ELW #267 Joy to the World

Prayers of the People
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Offering & Offering Prayer
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Communion & Communion Prayer

Dismissal
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Announcements
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Postlude:

