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PRELUDE & WORDS OF WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life,
who calls into existence the things that do not exist.
Amen.
If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand?
Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we have turned away from you,
knowingly and unknowingly.
We have wandered from your resurrection life.
We have strayed from your love for all people.
Turn us back to you, O God.
Give us new hearts and right spirits,
that we may find what is pleasing to you
and dwell in your house forever. Amen.
Receive good news: God turns to you in love.
“I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God.
All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ,
who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG: ELW #769 If You but Trust in God to Guide You

GREETING
The grace of God , the love of Christ,
and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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SONG FOR LENT: ELW #319 O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days
1. O Lord, throughout these forty days you prayed and kept the fast;
inspire repentance for our sin, and free us from our past.
2. You strove with Satan, and you won, your faithfulness endured;
lend us your nerve, your skill and trust in God's eternal word.
3. Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed and fixed your mind above;
so teach us to deny ourselves that we may know God's love.
4. Be with us through this season, Lord, and all our earthly days,
that when the final Easter dawns, we join in heaven's praise.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 23
SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL READING: John 9:1-41
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel of God. Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE
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HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW #770 Give Me Jesus

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.
OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
BLESSING
SENDING SONG: ELW #452 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death
1. Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, and Christ shall give you light;
so learn his love, its length and breadth, its fullness, depth and height.
2. To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear release,
to give the Spirit's unity, the very bond of peace.
3. Then walk in love as Christ has loved, who died that he might save;
with kind and gentle hearts forgive as God in Christ forgave.
4. For us Christ lived, for us he died, and conquered in the strife.
Awake, arise, go forth in faith, and Christ shall give you life.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
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